tion which nobody can help, but it raises the problem of whether books like this should still be produced and, if we stop writing them, how then information should be stored and made available. K W TAYLOR General Urology by Donald R Smith MD 5th ed pp 409 illustrated 50s Los Altos, Calif.: Lange Medical Publications 1966 Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications The title 'General Urology' might at first sight appear to be over-optimistic for a single volume of only four hundred pages, but in fact the concise title is an apt choice and sets the tone for this admirable book.
Dr Smith states in his preface that the book was written primarily for senior medical students and for general practitioners who require a working knowledge of urology; its use extends well beyond the requirements of these two groups and it would prove an excellent manual for any registrar or senior registrar working in a urological department.
Urology and its many allied branches form a large subject but Dr Smith has succeeded in covering the whole field in a concise, easily readable, and systematic manner, an admirable achievement due to his ability to explore the heart of a problem with a skilful economy of words. The book is essentially a practical manual with each topic discussed in sufficient depth to maintain interest and the text is enhanced by excellent drawings and photographs of X-ray films.
Any medical man, whether general practitioner or specialist, when faced with a urological problem, could take great comfort from the knowledge that 'General Urology' was on his bookshelf. This book was probably the most comprehensive and practical of all the textbooks on the subject but the 12th edition is somewhat disappointing and shows signs of ageing and need for resuscitation. It is true that certain new features have been introduced, including 'Cot Deaths', 'Battered Babies' and 'Blood Stains', but none are dealt with in any depth and are of little assistance to a clinical pathologist when faced with a 'problem case' from the Coroner. In a period when legal medicine should be assuming greater prominence, the book does little to assist the process and gives an impression of looking forward somewhat reluctantly; as, for example, when the preface hopes in the next edition to include ultra-violet spectrophotometry, thin layer chromatography and gas chromatography, all of which have been in general use for some time and may even have been replaced by then. Some of the coloured illustrations are poor, whilst the references do not conform to modern practice, nor are some up to date.
There is much valuable material in this book but, before purchasing it, one needs to consider whether the additional material justifies the price of the new edition.
F E CAMPS
Human Microanatomy by Hans Elias PhD and John E Pauly PhD 3rd ed pp xiv+380 illustrated 80s Philadelphia: FA Davis 1966 Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications This book has been completely revised and extended. It is divided into two sections. Part 1 deals with cells and tissues, Part 2 with organs and organ systems. Of the three appendices, one gives an elementary account of the principles and construction of microscopes, another deals with the interpretation of sections and the third is, in the main, a glossary. There is a comprehensive index.
The book is presumably intended, like the first edition, primarily for first-year medical students and its aim is to make 'the study of microscopic anatomy as easy and as pleasant as possible'. In the furtherance of this aim the authors have omitted references except in the second appendix. It is difficult to understand why guides to further reading should conffict with the aims. On its own the book is not adequate as a textbook for most of the courses in microanatomy for medical students in this country and is in places inaccurate. Thus, few would agree that the synovial membrane is covered by 'a layer of densely packed connective tissue cells', that each type of multipolar nerve cell is 'characteristic for a specific region of the nervous system' or that 'each area of gray matter has a characteristic structure which distinguishes it from other portions of the central nervous system'.
Part 2 achieves its objective more nearly than Part 1, but the section entitled 'Organization of the Body' is difficult to follow and the comparison of integument with mucous membranes leaves room for improvement. The conception of mucous membrane as including submucosa and muscularis is both unorthodox and, in the case of the submucosa, implies a misuse of the prefix 'sub'.
The appendices have some merit and could be extended with advantage. In a period when few students know much Latin or Greek, a glossary is invaluable.
Despite the shortcomings mentioned, there is a clear need for this type of book, for three editions have been called for in a space of six years. Most students in this country, however, would be expected to read beyond this level.
D V DAVIES
Handicapped Children by John D Kershaw MD BS MRCP DPH 2nded ppvii+304 32s London: William Heinemann Medical Books 1966 Dr John Kershaw has made a name for himself by his work for handicapped children of all kinds. He has had a great experience of field work besides the responsibility for administering schemes for the local health and education authorities. He has done more than his share of committee work in voluntary societies. Yet he has remained at heart a doctor, with the problems seen always as problems of children and their families, families that he knows and cares for. His book reflects therefore both general concepts and particular instances, so that each page has the human touch. The basic approach has not altered from the first edition now five years old. The chapter on cerebral palsy has been enlarged. More light is being shed both on the causation of handicaps and on some details of management and treatment in this expanding subject. The four new chapters deal with matters of which much has been heard lately. Two concern speech and communication difficulties and autistic children; basic to the whole subject is the full and detailed assessment of all the handicaps as early as methods allow; unnecessary or preventable results of the primary handicaps can then be avoided. Assessment is vital at the end of childhood when life in the community begins for which all this should have been the preparation. Dr Kershaw writes his text from experience and in his own language, inevitably difficult in part for lay readers and elementary for professional ones. Yet the whole makes worth-while reading for all who work for handicapped children. This book consists of ten chapters derived from papers given in the past by the author. The title 'The Midwife and the Witch' is that of one chapter. The other nine are: 'The Crowing Hen', 'Heifer, Freemartin and Ridgeling', 'Pregnancy and Fertility Tests', 'The Prediction of Sex', 'Chalcedony and Childbirth', 'Word Charms and the Sator Mystery', 'The Veil of Good Forune', 'Perrette the Midwife' and 'Early Regulation of English Midwives'. Although all have to do with reproduction and superstition, they are not formally related and the book can be read in any order. Each chapter is crammed with references and anecdotes, sometimes so thickly laid that in places it resembles an encyclopwdia.
Along with the folklore and magic are excursions into modern or near modern endocrinology, cryptorchidism, the action of steroids and pregnancy tests, which may not always be valid or relevant. It is, however, of interest to read of recent attempts to confirm the value of pregnancy tests from ancient Egypt in which pregnancy urine was claimed to affect the germination of corn or the withering of leaves. The sale of cauls to protect sailors from drowning is among the many fascinating examples of the persistence of superstition into modern times.
The account of witch persecution and witch trials contains errors quoted from other writers, as is often the case with obscure historical material. For example, the figure of 30,000 witch executions in Great Britain is a gross exaggeration. In the bibliography of over 800 items there are some minor errors.
These criticisms apart, this is an enjoyable and interesting book and is recommended as a useful work of reference for medical historians. The author is to be congratulated on having collected so much rare material with care and for the reproductions, of which the illustrations of 17th century midwives' liceE.ces to practise are of particular interest.
ROBERT E HEMPHILL
Hearing Loss by Joseph Sataloff MD DSC(Med) pp xv+404 illustrated 120s Philadelphia & Toronto: JBLippincott 1966 London: Pitman Medical This very readable book has, according to the author, been written principally for general practitioners, medical students and others wishing to enlarge upon their knowledge of deafness. In point of fact, most otologists, too, should find it a useful addition to their shelves. It deals in a practical and comprehensive way with almost every known cause of hearing loss from simple obstructive lesions of the external auditory meatus to socalled central deafness. Little appears to have been omitted in this respect, and as a reference volume it must surely rank as the first of its kind.
The principles and procedures for determining the causes of hearing loss, including the otological history, otological examination and audiometric tests are all adequately described. Also included are chapters on the physics of sound, audiological test procedures, occupational deafness, auditory rehabilitation and hearing loss in children.
